
 

As an up-to-date map of the state of the world is a necessary prerequisite for any traveler, we have compiled a list of resources to assist in downloading and updating your RNS 315 v.5 map. The National Geospatial Intelligence Agency (NGA) serves as a one-stop shop for all your mapping needs, from providing specific detailed topographic maps to downloads in Google Earth format. Furthermore, if
you are looking for updates from an area that is not yet available from NGA, there are options available from OpenStreetMap and NASA Terraserver. Finally, there are several options for viewing the world from a plane window, with most major online mapping software providing these capabilities. Google Maps is most likely your best bet for current views from plane windows, as it allows you to see
your position on a map and click on specific areas to view more detailed maps or aerial photographs. We have compiled a list of databases that provide free downloads of satellite photos and topographic maps. There are many paid versions of these products available with different license restrictions. There are two ways to study Earth observing data with RNS 315 v.5 – with offline tools or online
tools. RNS 315 v.5 supports both desktop and browser-based offline tools for viewing imagery. The main offline tool, which is available only in map format for the areas of the world that are not covered by online services, is Raster Operations (RO) Interface 5 (RI5). RI5 allows you to download maps in the form of images in various formats suitable for viewing on your PC or Mac. It can be used to
download maps created by various different sources, including NASA’s Landsat series of digital satellite images, NOAA’s line product data sets (LPDS), and USGS's global map data sets (GMD). RI5 is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution 3.0 Unported license. In addition to RI5, there are several other capability-driven options available for viewing satellite images with RNS 315 v.5
including: 

RNS 315 v.5 provides a companion web interface to the offline tools, accessible from a computer with a browser and a connection to the Internet at any time. It can be accessed from any internet capable device including desktop computers, tablets, and cell phones. RNS 315 v.5 's online capability is primarily centered around two online services - Web Mercator Server (WMS) and NASA's GeoServer
Server (GSS).  

The main difference between WMS and GSS is that the former stores imagery on its servers, while the latter stores raster layers on its servers. As a result, GSS allows for easier maintenance of local data sets. RNS 315 v.5 can access online imagery through WMS or GSS using one of the following methods:

This feature provides more options for accessing imagery including high quality images, image mosaics, high resolution images, image pyramids, animations, and more. It also allows for downloading of specific geographic areas down to the ZIP code level. Like all remote sensing satellites in orbit over Earth territory today (both military and civilian), RNS 315 v.
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