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At 12:30 a.m. on April 8, the family of Jamal Romans
received a text from his cellmate: No one else is here,
he said. Romans, who had the virus, was turning blue
and stopped breathing. His two sons called the prison
warden for help. Following Romans death, the Queens
inmate population reached a high of 2,118, and about
15 percent of staff, along with inmates and guards,
became infected. Doronila, 60, died April 5, two weeks
after testing positive for the coronavirus that causes
COVID-19. The jail has been hit hard by the virus, with
27 inmates and 68 staff members having tested
positive. Among those, another nurse, a correctional
officer and a clerk also died, according to Ron Edwards,
Hudson Countys director of corrections. Closures have
added to the strains facing these workers. Casarez said
she had submitted applications to work with the
government agency and other hospitals, but the
agencies told her none of the available work would
require her to wear a mask. Already, Nassau Countys
hospital system is scrambling to replenish its workforce,
according to Robert Weiss, a Nassau County
spokesman. Several hospitals have stopped ordering
supplies and supplies are running low, Weiss said. With
such medical shortages, some providers are turning
away people if they do not have insurance or cannot
pay their bills. He has no fever, no cough and has
already started to get his strength back. And he’s
happy, Kamaria said, with plenty of support from his
family. He wants to honor his mother, too. He’ll honor
her by helping others as she worked on her degree.
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With Sunstone closing, the Centers for Medicare and
Medicaid Services announced Sunstone residents would

be moved to other facilities. As of May 7, it was not
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clear where. When asked about the issue, Sunstone
sent KHN a statement: “We have worked with CMS on
their concerns, but it is still unclear where they will be

going,” a spokeswoman said. “We remain committed to
doing everything we can to support the residents in our
care.” In an interview with The Times, Sisemore kept in
touch with her family, pausing to text them regularly.

This is my last assignment, Sisemore wrote in an email
to her sisters and niece on the evening of March 17,

after the closure of the facility. She didnt tell them what
she was going to do, she said. She was actually going

out of state with some friends to get away from
COVID-19. A week earlier, she had been working as a

caregiver at a nursing facility in the town of
Mamaroneck. Im actually grateful for the chance to go

and be a part of such a special, caring group, she wrote.
Ive taken my daughter with me and it has been a huge
blessing. Im thankful for all of the extra help the staff
provided, she wrote. She said the hospital staff let her

in to see patients to say goodbye. I left the hospital that
day with a memory I will never forget. Levine spends
$300 a month to live in a two-bedroom apartment in
Long Island City with his wife, a 16-year-old daughter

and five-month-old son. He had worked only two weeks
as a driver when he developed a fever. 5ec8ef588b
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